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CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 1966 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, PINT, MILI, ASEC, LE 

SUBJECT: LEBANESE SITUATION, APRIL 7, 1300 LOCAL 

REF: BEIRUT 1906 (DTG 050955Z APR 78 

1 . BEGIN SUMMARY. PALESTINIANS AMBUSHED AN ISRAELI 
JEEP. ISRAELIS PREVENTED LEBANESE GENDARMES FROM TAKING UP 
POSITIONS AT QA'QA'IYAT BRIDGE. A FRENCH BOAT ARRIVED WITH 
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SUPPLIES FOR UNIFIL. SALAH KHALAF SAID PALESTINIANS WOULD NOT ALLOW 
UNIFIL TO STOP PALESTINIAN OPERATIONS AGAINST THE ISRAELIS. 

WAFA DISAVOWED ASSERTION BY ABU NIDAL THAT FEDAYEEN WOULD ATTACK 
UNIFIL. ICRC REPORTEDLY FOUND THAT 80 PERCENT OF SOUTHERN TOWNS 
WERE DAMAGED DURING ISRAELI INVASION. SOVIET DIPLOMAT CONFIRMED 
THAT SOVIET UNION SUPPORTED PALESTINIAN COMMANDOS WHO REFUSED TO 
TURN OVER THEIR POSITIONS IN SOUTH LEBANON TO UNIFIL. HOUSE 
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SPEAKER ASSAD REPORTEDLY CLASHED WITH IRAQI AMBASSADOR OVER 
IRAQI REINFORCEMENTS TO PALESTINIANS. END SUMMARY 

2. MILITARY SITUATION. 

A. SPORADIC SHOOTING AND SHELLING CONTINUED IN SOUTH LEBANON. 

B. IN THE MOST SERIOUS INCIDENT SINCE THE MARCH 21 CEASEFIRE WAS 
DECLARED, PALESTINIANS AMBUSHED AN ISRAELI JEEP WHICH HAD STRAYED 
INSIDE FEDAYEEN-HELD TERRITORY AT RAS AL AIN, ABOUT SEVEN KILO- 
METERS SOUTH OF TYRE. ACCORDING TO A PALESTINIAN SPOKESMAN, FOUR 
SOLDIERS WERE KILLED AND ONE WAS CAPTURED ALIVE. ACCORDING TO AN 
ISRAELI STATEMENT. SEVEN SOLDIERS WERE IN THE JEEP - THREE WERE 
KILLED, TWO WERE WOUNDED, TWO HAD RETURNED TO ISRAEL, AND TWO 
WERE MISSING. ABOUT 100 FRENCH U.N. TROOPS MOUNTED A SEARCH 
OPERATION FOR ISRAELI SURVIVORS, BUT FOUND NONE. 

3. UNIFIL ACTIVITIES. 

ON APRIL 5, THE 18 CANADIAN SIGNALMEN SERVING WITH UNIFIL LEFT 
COUNTRY AND WERE REPLACED BY NORWEGIANS. A FRENCH MILITARY VESSEL 
ON APRIL 6 BROUGHT 80 ADDITIONAL FRENCH TROOPS AND 35 VEHICLES 
OF VARIOUS TYPES TO BEIRUT FOR UNIFIL ON APRIL 6. AFP REPORTED 
THAT FRENCH BRIGADIER-GENERAL JEAN CUQ HAS BEEN NAMED DEPUTY 
COMMANDER OF UNIFIL AND THAT MEXICO HAD WITHDRAWN ITS OFFER TO 
SUPPLY TROOPS TO LEBANON. 
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4. GENDARMES BLOCKED. 

THE ISRAELIS ON APRIL 6 BLOCKED A SMALL CONTINGENT OF LEBANESE 
GENDARMES FROM TAKING UP POSITION AT QA'QA'IYAT BRIDGE. 
ACCORDING TO THE LOCAL PRESS. IKE QUOTED AN ISRAELI SPOKESMAN AS 
SAYING THAT THE GENDARMES HAD BEEN STOPPED BECAUSE THEIR PAPERS 
WERE NOT IN ORDER. BUT THAT THE GENDARMES WOULD PROBABLY BE 
ALLOWED TO PROCEED IN A FEW DAYS. 

5. SALAF KAHLAF TALKS TOUGH. 

IN AN INTERVIEW GIVEN TO ZURICH NEWSPAPER TAGES ANZEIGER, FATAH 
OFFICIAL SALAF KHALAF SAID IT WOULD BE "PREMATURE TO DESCRIBE ALL 
OF OUR SO-CALLED ARAB ALLIES AS PAPER TIGERS, BUT THEIR ATTITUDE 
AND THEIR SUPPORT CERTAINLY DID NOT LIVE UP TO OUR EXPECTATIONS." 
HE WARNED THAT "WE COULD MOBILIZE THE MASSES FROM MOROCCO TO 
BAGHDAD AND MAKE THEM SO RESTIVE THAT THE ESTABLISHED REGIMES 
WOULD BE DWARFS. AND WE DO NOT ONLY FIGHT AGAINST ISRAEL." 

IN A VEILED REFERENCE TO UNIFIL, KHALAF SAID: "NO ONE CAN PRE- 
VENT US FROM RETURNING TO OUR SOUTH LEBANESE BASES AND POSITIONS 
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AS LONG AS THE (CAIRO AND RIYADH) AGREEMENTS ARE IN FORCE. WE 
WILL NOT CEASE TO FIGHT OUR ISRAELI ENEMIES. NO ONE SHOULD TRY TO 
DENY THIS TO US AND TO FORCE THE PLO TO SIT STILT.." 

6. ABU NIDAL INTERVEIW 

WAFA ON APRIL 6 HOWEVER DISAVOWED AN INTERVIEW OF ABU NIDAL 
PUBLISHED APRIL 5 IN THE SWISS NEWSPAPER "24 HEURES," IN WHICH 
HE SAID THAT PALESTINIANS WOULD ATTACK UNIFIL FORCES. WAFA SAID 
THAT "THE SO-CALLED ABU NIDAL NO LONGER HAS ANY RELATION WITH 
THE PALESTINIAN REVOLUTION," AND HAS BEEN "EXCLUDED FROM FATAH 
FOR SEVERAL YEARS." 

7. SOUTHERN TOWNS DAMAGED. 
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ACCORDING TO REUTER ON APRIL 6, THE ICRC HAS PREPARED A SURVEY 
SHOWING THAT EIGHT OUT OF TEN TOWNS AND VILLAGES IN SOUTH LEBANON 
WERE DAMAGED DURING THE ISRAELI INVASION LAST MONTH. THE ICRC 
REPORTEDLY FOUNT THAT 82 VILLAGES HAD BEEN DAMAGED AND SIX 
ALMOST TOTALLY DESTROYED. 

8. SOVIET POSITONS. 

IN A CONVERSATION WITH PAO ON APRIL 5, SOVIET SECOND SECRETARY 
DESCRIBED AS ACCURATE PRESS REPORTS THAT SOVIET UNION SUPPORTED 
PALESTINIAN COMMANDERS WHO REFUSED TO TURN OVER THEIR POSITIONS 
IN SOUTH LEBANON TO UNIFIL (SEE APRIL 4 SITREP.). 

SOVIET AMBASSADOR SOLDATOV ON APRIL 6, AFTER MEETING WITH THE 
SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE FOREIGN MINISTRY, DEMANDED IMMEDIATE 
ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL FROM SOUTH LEBANON AND THE DEPLOYMENT OF U.N. 
TROOPS ALONG THE ENTIRE LEBANESE-ISRAELI BORDER. 

9. IRAQI VIEWS. 

HOUSE SPEAKER KAMAL AL ASSAD AND IRAQI AMBASSADOR KASSEM AL- 
SAMAOUI HELD AN ACRIMONIOUS MEETING ON APRIL 4. ACCORDING TO THE 
PHALANGIST LEBANESE NEWS AGENCY. ASSAD REPORTEDLY TOLD AL-SAMAOUI 
THAT THE PRESENCE OF IRAQI COMBATANTS IN SOUTH LEBANON OBSTRUCTED 
THE MISSION OF UNIFIL. ON APRIL 6, AFTER MEETING WITH PRIME 
MINISTER AL HOSS, AL-SAMAOUI TOLD REPORTERS THAT THE FUROR OVER 
IRAQI VOLUNTEERS IN SOUTH LEBANON WAS "ARTIFICIAL, ARRANGED BY 
QUARTERS WITH VESTED INTERESTS." 

10. SYRIAN-LEBANESE POLICE ALTERCATION IN BEIRUT. 

SYRIAN ADF SOLDIERS AND LEBANESE POLICE CLASHED IN A FIRE 
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FIGHT SHORTLY AFTER MIDNIGHT ON APRIL 7 IN FRONT OF A LEBANESE 
POLICE STATION IN THE HAMRA AREA. THERE WERE NO REPORTED CASUAL- 
TIES. THE CAUSE OF THE CLASH REMAINS UNKNOWN. BOUR BULLETS 
STRUCK THE EMBASSY. 

PARKER 
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